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Exploring Safety Gloves 
Further: A Detailed Look 
at Protective Handwear 

https://www.premier.co.bw/index.php/products/by/protection/ptype/2/


Supported and non-supported safety gloves 

These are two distinct categories of protective handwear, each offering unique features and benefits tailored to different workplace environments 
and tasks.

Supported gloves are constructed with 
a lining or support material that provides 
additional structure and reinforcement 
to the glove. This support material is 
typically made from fabrics like 

1.	 Cotton/natural fibre: provides 
exceptional comfort, capacity to 
absorb sweat and has insulating 
power.

2.	 Polyamide/Nylon: provides 
resistance to traction and abrasion, 
has elasticity and shape memory/
washable.

3.	 Polyester: This is a synthetic fibre 
that provides resistance to traction 
and abrasion/ it can be blended 
with cotton to enhance comfort 

4.	 Kevlar®: This is a para-aramid 
fibre that provides protection 
against heat and cutting. It is self-
extinguishing/ soft and allows for 
high dexterity/washable. 

5.	 Taeki®: This is a high strength 
polyethhylene fibre, which is 
synthetic. It has exceptional 
mechanical properties, especially 
for abrasion and cutting resistance. 

Characteristics:

1.	 Increased Durability: The support 
material enhances the glove’s 
strength and resistance to abrasion, 
punctures, and tears, prolonging its 
lifespan.

2.	 Improved Comfort: The lining adds 
cushioning and comfort, making 
supported gloves more suitable for 
prolonged wear.
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3.	 Better Grip: The added structure 
helps maintain the shape of the 
glove, improving grip and dexterity, 
especially in tasks requiring 
precision or handling of slippery 
objects.

4.	 Thermal Protection: Some supported 
gloves come with insulated linings, 
providing thermal protection against 
extreme temperatures.

Common Applications: 
Supported gloves are commonly used 
in heavy-duty applications such as 
construction, manufacturing, automotive, 
and agriculture, where durability and 
comfort are essential.

Non-Supported Safety Gloves:
Non-supported gloves are made from a 
single layer of protective material without 
any added lining or support.The mould 
of the glove is dipped directly into the 
material bath.

Characteristics:

5.	 Lightweight and Flexible: Non-
supported gloves are lighter and 
more flexible compared to supported 
gloves, offering greater dexterity and 
tactile sensitivity.

6.	 Breathability: The absence of a 
lining allows for better airflow, 
reducing sweat and discomfort 
during prolonged wear.

7.	 Cost-Effectiveness: Non-supported 
gloves are often more cost-effective 
than supported gloves due to their 
simpler construction.

8.	 Disposable Options: Many non-
supported gloves are designed for 
single-use or disposable purposes, 
making them convenient for tasks 
requiring frequent glove changes to 
maintain hygiene standards.

Common Applications: 
Non-supported gloves find applications 
in industries such as food handling, 
healthcare, laboratory work, and 
janitorial services, where lightweight and 
disposable options are preferred for tasks 
involving minimal risks or short durations.

Choosing the Right Glove:
When selecting between supported 
and non-supported gloves, it’s essential 
to consider the specific hazards and 
requirements of the task at hand:

•	 Supported Gloves: Ideal for 
tasks involving heavy-duty work, 
prolonged wear, or exposure 
to mechanical hazards where 
durability, comfort, and grip are 
paramount.

•	 Non-Supported Gloves: Suitable 
for tasks requiring dexterity, tactile 
sensitivity, and short-term protection 
against minimal risks, such as light 
assembly work, food handling, or 
medical examinations.

Understanding the distinctions between 
supported and non-supported safety 
gloves empowers employers and workers 
to make informed decisions and select 
the most appropriate hand protection for 
their respective workplace environments 
and tasks.

In our earlier discussion, we delved into 
the critical topic of hand protection and 
its paramount significance in ensuring 
the safety and well-being of workers. 
Building upon that foundation, let’s 
now explore safety gloves further. 
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CONTACT US TODAY 
TO LEARN MORE!

Gaborone Botswana 

Address: Plot 22140 Gaborone West, 
Tel: +267 316 4915
Email: sales@premierclothing.co.bw

Jwaneng Botswana 

Address: Plot 2273 Industrial, Jwaneng
Tel: +(267) 588 1000
Email: jwaneng@premierclothing.co.bw

Web: https://www.premier.co.bw

Johannesburg, South Africa 

Address: 12 Jersey Drive, Longmeadow 
Business Estate, Johannesburg
Tel: +27 11 496 1208
Email: sales@premierworkwear.co.za

Durban, South Africa

Address: Unit 1, Greenfields Business Centre, 
1451 Chris Hani Road, Avoca 
Email: Riaz@premierworkwear.co.za 

Web: https://premierworkwear.co.za
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